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SEMPER FIDELIS 
   Minutes of Monthly Meeting 
3 January, 2026 
OPENING CEREMONY: The sergeant-at-arms secured the quarters at 1108 hours on this Saturday morning, a temporary departure from the detachment’s usual Monday evening monthly meetings. The sergeant-at-arms posted the colors and led the detachment in the pledge of allegiance and the acting chaplain read the opening prayer, after which the meeting was opened for official business. Twelve regular members, six associate members and one guest were present. 

MINUTES: Minutes from the December meeting were accepted unanimously. 
CORRESPONDENCE: From the Agawam Veterans council and the usual sales fliers.
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP: One was received, from Douglas Weaver, who served on active duty from 1970-1974. He was unanimously accepted and welcomed as detachment 141’s newest member. 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS (those not listed had nothing to report or were absent or excused): 
Commandant: The Christmas party was a big success, as was the December 7 Pearl Harbor Day ceremony. The detachment bylaws have been updated to state that seven members are now considered a quorum instead of the precious twelve. 
Paymaster: The December report was accepted unanimously.
Scholarship: The application has been posted on the detachment’s website.
Quartermaster: The ship’s store is open for business and has everything a well-turned-out Marine needs. Uniform up!
Westover Young Marines: They are attracting new members and doing well. It is hoped they will again help with the detachment’s annual golf tournament in August.
Holyoke Veterans Home: Construction is continuing apace and is expected to be finished in the fall or spring.
Building Committee: Work will soon begin on a new roof for the barracks.
 
NEW BUSINESS: A shadow box for displaying a full uniform was priced and a motion to provide $350 for purchasing one for the detachment passed without opposition. A second motion to secure one to show a uniform for female Marines at a later date also passed. Limiting speaking time at the monthly meeting was discussed, as was ending the meetings no later than 8:00. No vote was taken. 
GOOD OF THE LEAGUE: Donald “Doc” Rivette, a stalwart former member of this detachment, died on Dec. 11. He was a good man and will be missed. Edward Mitrook and Al Ardito were named detachment Marines of the Year for 2025; their selfless regard for others reflects well on the entire detachment. 
CLOSING CEREMONY: The sergeant-at-arms retired the colors and the acting chaplain gave the closing prayer. The closing statement was read and the proceedings were adjourned until the next scheduled detachment meeting, on Monday, Feb. 9, at 7:00 p.m., a return to the previous schedule. 
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