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SEMPER FIDELIS 
   Minutes of Monthly Meeting 
7 March, 2026 
OPENING CEREMONY: The sergeant-at-arms secured the quarters at 1107 hours on this Saturday morning, following a hearty morning chow. The sergeant-at-arms posted the colors and led the detachment in the pledge of allegiance and the acting chaplain read the opening prayer, after which the meeting was opened for official business.  Fourteen regular members and seven associate members were present. 

MINUTES: Minutes from the February meeting were accepted. 
CORRESPONDENCE: The Westover Young Marines sent the detachment a thank-you card for the detachment’s help.
REPORTS OF OFFICERS (those not listed had nothing to report or were absent or excused): 
Commandant: The New England Division conference for 2026 will be held at the Sheraton Hotel in Springfield on June 11-14. A large and enthusiastic showing by our detachment would boost our visibility, add to our prestige and possibly help to recruit new members; so uniform up! Vietnam Veterans’ Day will be March 29, honoring the nine million Americans who served during that era. 
Paymaster: The February financial report was accepted unanimously. Repairs to the plumbing infrastructure downstairs have been completed and paid for.
Quartermaster: A variety of used clothing articles are available upstairs. Trousers, shirts, jackets and more – there is a lot and it’s all free. 
Auditor: Report will be submitted later. 
Flag Service Officer: We have quite a few bags of American flags upstairs to be retired. 
Scholarship Committee: Four applications for scholarships have been received; the scholarships will be awarded at the detachment’s June meeting. Keith Buckhout has joined the scholarship committee, doubling its size.
VAVS: Donations to the food pantry are needed.
Building Committee: Repairs to the roof are planned but can’t be started until the snow melts.
 
NEW BUSINESS: A donation of $400 was authorized for picture frames for graduating veterans at Westfield State. Members recognized for their tireless efforts on behalf of the detachment were: Aldo Mancini, Keith Buckhout, Paul Bushey, Ernie Laberge, Lynn Dupee, Barbara Dymon and Sophie Bartosik. The annual golf tournament will be in August and donations of raffle items are needed. Pins have been ordered to denote detachment members’ length of membership.
GOOD OF THE LEAGUE: Volunteers to work at the Big E are needed. A cookout at Nonotuck Park for veterans is planned for Sept. 5; all veterans are welcome. 
CLOSING CEREMONY: The sergeant-at-arms retired the colors and the acting chaplain gave the closing prayer. The closing statement was read and the proceedings were adjourned until the next scheduled detachment meeting, on Monday, April 13, at 7:00 p.m., a return to the previous schedule. 
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