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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

 

Westfield River Valley 

Detachment #141 

71 North Elm Street 

Westfield, Mass 01085 

TEL:  (413) 562-4850 

www.mclwrv141.com 

  

     SEPTEMBER 18, 2011 

1 Septem-
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******************************************************************************* 

 

ADDENDUM  

 

LOCUS OF AFTER-RIDE GATHERING (TAILGATE PARTY) 
has been changed from the Westfield Fairgrounds, to the 
American Legion Home, Post #338, 46 Powder Mill Road, 
Southwick, MA 01077 Tel: (413) 509-9055, Sgt Robert 
Kough, Commander. 

 

DURATION OF RIDE:  The 2011 MOTORCYCLE RIDE shall 
officially end upon arrival at the Southwick location.  The free 
food, and entertainment, will be prepared by the Post #338 

staff, with supplies, and provisions, furnished by the Ride.  

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVEREGES will be available, and may be 
purchased, and consumed, at the Biker’s discretion, after the 
Ride, during the “Tail-gate” feeding, and thereafter..  

 

ROUTE from the Holyoke Soldier’s Home to Southwick has 
been modified.  Riders are to remain in a group, and follow 
the lead Police vehicle, and the Road Captain.  A detailed 
copy of the New Directions  is available,  and, will be passed 
out at the Welcoming Ceremony.  Also, the document will be 
published on www.mclwrv141.com, the official Detachment 
#141 website. 
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CO-SPONSORS 

 

We are fortunate indeed to have two wonderful 

military organizations to help with our open-

ing ceremony, and closing. 

 

A.  AMERICAN LEGION POST #185, Feeding Hills, 

Mass. Our Road Captain, Aldo Mancini, is a 

proud member of this group.  They have unsel-

fishly hosted the Ride in prior years, and 

have welcomed us back again. For that, we are 

very grateful.  They have never asked for com-

pensation, or reward of any kind.  Thank you 

all, and especially Commander Sam Galant, Com-

mander elect Steve Cimma, Honor Guard Detail 

Head Larry Landry, and all the other fine mem-

bers, and employees of the Post. 

 

B.  AMERICAN LEGION POST #338, Southwick, 

Mass., it’s Commander Sgt. Robert Kough, 

Staff, Members, and volunteers have stepped-up 

and offered to provide their facilities, and 

whatever other help is necessary to produce a 

memorable, and enjoyable after-party.  We look 

forward to a productive and enjoyable joint-

venture.  Thank you, very much.  

 

3 

 



 

4 

 

COMMANDANT BRIAN P. DUPEE 

 Good Morning and welcome to the Marine Corps 

League Sponsored Fourth Annual Motorcycle Ride. And 

welcome to the Westfield River Valley and the Towns 

you are about to pass through.   As hosts, we appreciate 

having you, and hope your visit is a pleasant and memo-

rable one. 

 We thank you for your contributing to the vigor, 

vitality, and spirit of the Pioneer Valley, of which we are 

proud.  Today’s recreational riders, operating in concert, 

are a delight to watch.  Just notice the number of road-

side lawn chairs and on-lookers as you pass.   

Ride safe, and thanks again for coming. 

SEMPER FI, and GOD BLESS AMERICA 

 

Brian P. Dupee 

BRIAN P. DUPEE, Commandant 

Westfield River Valley, Detachment #141 
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DESCRIPTION OF ROUTE 
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As Chairman of the 2011 Marine Corps 

Sponsored Motorcycle Ride and official 

Road Captain, I am proud to present to all 

you recreational riders this year’s fourth An-

nual Motorcycle Run. Please enjoy the event, 

and the wonderful Pioneer Valley fall scen-

ery.  As in the past, we will recognize, and 

dignify, two of our leading Veteran Medical 

Centers, the VA Hospital in Northampton, 

and the Holyoke Soldier’s home, in addition 

to providing support to our very   important 

beneficiaries. 

 

Enjoy the day and above all, be safe and 

considerate while on the road. 

 

Aldo Mancini 
ALDO MANCINI, Detachment #141 

Marine Corps League,  Sergeant-at-Arms 

 
 

 

FROM ALDO MANCINI 



 

6 

 

 

51 

 



 

50 

 

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 

(SOP) 

1. The Ride is “Boots-up.”   Splintering may lead to 

chaos, confusion, and possible unsafe acts by the op-

erators. 

2. This event is alcohol-free.  The bar at the muster site 

will not  begin serving until after the last rider leaves.  

There will be no alcoholic  beverages served  at the 

Fairgrounds. 

3. Any and all funds collected on the part of this effort 

shall be  delivered, as soon as possible, to the  Pay-

master for deposit into the Detachment  treasury, with 

standard accounting  records kept to distinguish ac-

counts. 

4.  All monies generated  as a result of the PROGRAM 

shall be deposited by the Paymaster, after review and 

recount, by the Commandant.  It is intended that the 

cash remain liquid for use to pay copying, and post-

age  expenses, with any balance carried forward for 

the following year's ride.  Checks should be made 

payable to the Marine Corps League, Detachment 

#141.   

5. Cars are invited to join in, and ride behind the proces-

sion, at $25. per vehicle. 

6. The charge for those not registered, for food, is $10 

per individual. 
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….FROM THE CITY OF WESTFIELD, HOME OF THE 

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, DETACHMENT #141, 

AND FROM IT’S MAYOR DAN KNAPIK. 

DEAR FRIENDS: 

 

Welcome to the 3rd Annual Motorcycle Ride, one of the 

area’s largest, and best events of the year.  There are hun-

dreds of recreational riders participating,  from through-

out New England, Connecticut, and beyond. 

 

Please visit the Big “E” one of New England’s finest fairs, 

taking place right now at our neighboring city, West 

Springfield, at the Eastern States Exposition. 

 

Have a very safe time while you are here.  Enjoy, and see 

you again next year. 

 

Dan Knapik 

DAN KNAPIK, Mayor of Whip City, 
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FRIENDS OF THE DETACHMENT BIKERS 

 

Jim McKenna, Bartlett Consolidated 

Tim Smith, Roaster 

Mike Reardon, West Side Tire 

Dominic Pompi, Memo’s Restaurant 

Carl Popielarz, Pig Farm 

Sgt Grit, Marine Corps Accessories Supplier 

Tom Johnson, Capt., Westfield Fire Dept 

John Torrone,  Roaster’s Assistant 

Dan Orwat, Garland Construction 

Kenneth Norton 
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Our sincerest thanks to the following businesses for 
their donations, charitable contributions, and gift cer-
tificates for our raffle drawing: 

****************************************************************** 
HOOTERS  OF RIVERDALE RD 
DELANEY HOUSE 

RONNIE’S HARLEY-DAVIDSON 

BIG “Y” STORES 

WAL-MART OF WESTFIELD 

COPY-CAT COPY CENTER 

MEMO’S RESTAURANT 

PARTNER’S RESTAURANT 

RONNIE’S H-D of PITTSFIELD 

WESTSIDE TIRE & AUTO SERVICE 

STOP AND SHOP SUPERMARKETS 

WAL-MART OF WESTFIELD 

CHICOPEE PROVISION 

HARLEY DAVIDSON OF EASTHAMPTON 

HOG-WILD CYCLES OF WEST SPRINGFIELD 

CENTRAL TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE 

POPIELARZ PIG FARM 

ADAMS PIG FARM 

SGT GRIT MARINE SPECIALTIES 

BARTLETT CONSOLIDATED 

NEWMAN SEWING MACHINES 

 

 

 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS  
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WELCOME SENATOR SCOTT P. 

BROWN….. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Good Morning Riders: 

 

I would like to welcome all of you to the Fourth Annual 
Marine Corps League Motorcycle Ride .  Your participa-
tion in today’s event is helping to make a difference in the 
lives of injured Marines and their families.  In addition to 
the riders I would like to thank all the sponsors, volun-
teers and organizers who have made today’s event possi-
ble. Today’s ride is one more way that we show our grati-
tude for your service, and how mindful we are of the sac-
rifices that you and your families have made. You make 
our nation proud and keep us safe from forces that wish 
us harm.  It is my honor to represent you in the U.S. Sen-

ate.  I wish everyone a safe and fun ride. 

 

Semper Fi 

Scott P. Brown 

Scott P. Brown, U.S. Senator 

 

Nick Powers, Regional  Representative 

Office of Senator Scott Brown 

 

47 

 

 

ANGELS 

 

 A people who unselfishly donate cash with which 
to meet unforeseen expenses which are sure to arise.  For 
example , the number of bikers anticipated is just a guess. 
And we will most certainly have not thought of some-
thing.  It is here that we can acknowledge their contribu-
tion . 

Massey’s Seafood 

Marty Skuse 

Dan Knapik 

Mike Reardon 

Anonymous  

 Numerous others) 
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LOCAL 1111 

PROUD SUPPORTER OF 

MCL DETACHMENT #141 
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WELCOME FROM AGAWAM  

POLICE CHIEF …. 

ROBERT CAMPBELL 

On behalf of the officers and staff of the Aga-

wam Police Department, I would like to take 

this opportunity to welcome all those of you 

who are attending the Marine Corps League’s 

2011 Annual Motorcycle Ride.  You will find the 

Town of Agawam a gracious host community. 

Please ride safe, and enjoy this special day 

with us.  We will do our part to help you do just 

that. 

Remember:  alcohol related crashes claim the 

lives of many recreational bikers each year.  

Please do your part to make sure this event  

does  not add to that statistic.    
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WE ATTACK OUR WORK 
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ABOUT THE RIDE 

 

 This annual event began in 

2008, when it was first proposed 

by Detachment Sergeant-at-arms 

Aldo Mancini who envisioned a 

simple motorcycle ride for the 

benefit of our long-time step-

child, the Marine Corps Toys-for-

Tots, whose name is firmly af-

fixed to our headquarters build-

ing fascia. The Marines Helping 

Marines (counterpart of the 

Wounded Warriors Program) was 

also added. 

 Past Commandant Francis Cur-

now exhaustively supported the 

idea, and Aldo Mancini, with two 

co-founders, Lou Johnson, and 

Joel Nelson, went to work.  The 

first run began at Alexander’s 

Restaurant on September 21st,2008 

and drew a surprisingly large 

number of riders.  

  



 

16 

 

MONTE 
Curnow’s Halls of Montezuma 
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FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE 
 

1) GATE MONEY:  As is standard practice, ALL pro-
ceeds from the participants are deposited to the 
MCL Treasury by the League Paymaster, along with 
any cash donations from the bucket.   A check in 
the full amount is then forward to the Marines-
Helping-Marines (Wounded Warriors Project). 

2) TOYS:  Each biker has been requested to bring a 
new, unwrapped toy in his/her saddlebag.  A Ma-
rine Corps Reserve truck will be on site to receive 
the items, and deliver then to depository for distri-
bution this coming Christmas Season.  A T4T bucket 
will be on hand for those wishing to donate further, 
or who wish to pay cash in lieu of shopping for a 
gift.  Proceeds from the Cash Bucket will, as previ-
ous, be deposited by the Paymaster, and a Check 
forwarded to the proper authorities. 

3) COST OF THE EVENT will come from the Community 
at large, it’s contributors, donors, vendors, spon-
sors, angels, etc. 

4) VOLUNTEERS AND WORKERS receive no compensa-
tion or benefits for their work. 

5) MARINE CORPS LEAGUE is a not-for-profit sponsor 
of the event and produces the event as a public 
service to the participating communities, from vari-
ous States, for the entertainment and pleasure of 
the public, as well as recreational bikers. 

6) SUPPLIERS OF PROVISIONS:  We take only what is 
necessary for the Ride, and return unused items at 
the discretion of the supplier. 

7) SURPLUS FOOD, refrigerated overnight, goes to the 
Food Bank the following day to help feed the 
needy. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY  

 

LCPL PHILIP  
JOHNSON 

 
Rest in Peace 

Loyal and Faithful Son 

Lou Johnson, Member 

Marine Corps League 

Westfield River Detachment 

*************************************************************************** 
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GOD BLESS AMERICA 
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INVOCATION 

 May God in Heaven fulfill abun-

dantly the prayers which are pro-

nounced over you and your bikes on 

this occasion of the Blessing of the 

Bikes.  May God bless you going out 

and coming in; May the Lord be with 

you at home and on the road.  May He 

accompany you when you start on your 

many journeys: 

 May He fill your lives abundantly 

with many blessings; May He keep all 

your rides safe.  May His mercy, grace 

and love shine upon your every path. 

In Christ’s Name.  Amen 
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  RULES OF THE ROAD 

1.  SAFETY:  It is in the interest of public safety that these 

rules are formulated, and hereby enacted.  Our goal is safety 

for all. 

2. PREPARATION:  All participants are requested to depart 

with gas tanks full, and bladders empty. 

3. LICENSE, REGISTRATION, AND INSURANCE:  Only 

motor vehicles legally permitted to travel over Massachusetts 

roads and highways are permitted to participate in this event 

as a rider. 

4. SAFETY INSPECTION STICKERS are required on all par-

ticipating motor vehicles. 

5. WAIVERS:  All participants must sign the appropriate legal 

indemnity waiver, copies of which are available at the Regis-

tration desk.  

6. HELMETS AND EYE PROTECTION:  DOT approved hel-

mets and eye protection must be worn in accordance with 

Massachusetts laws. 

7. OTHER PROTECTIVE GEAR:  For this, and all future De-

tachment Rides, it is requested that ankle high boots and 

leather jackets be worn. 

8. TWO-UPS:  Two persons on a single motorcycle are accept-

able, but not advisable, since not in accordance with the 

weight triangle design of the bike. 

9. ENTERING A PUBLIC STREET:  Upon departure, riders 

shall enter the public street in pairs of two abreast, and fol-

low the directions of the officer supervising the situation. 

10. STOPPING:  At all stops, bikers are to put both legs down 

for maximum stability. 

11. CROSSOVERS:  Lane changing, and weaving, is not al-

lowed.   All riders are requested to stay in their respective 

lanes.  Should gaps occur,  the entire lane is expected to pull 

up.   
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RULES OF THE ROAD (Cont’d) 

   

12. CENTERLINE CLEARANCE:  The motorcycle in the 

lane closest to the pavement centerline must provide suf-

ficient clearance for Police bikes to pass. 

13. VIGILANCE:  Motorcycle operators must maintain a 

keen awareness of their surroundings.  Room has to be 

made available for supervising Police cruisers, and dis-

abled vehicles.   

14. Each biker is expected to point down to any, and all, 

pavement defects, road debris, dead animals, etc., with 

the following biker doing the same. 

15. LIGHT AND HAND SIGNALS:  These are both neces-

sary.  Others must know where you are going. 

16. ACCIDENTS:  Only the Captain can stop.  Others must 

proceed. 

17. ROAD GUARDS:  Once peeled off to guard an intersec-

tion, he/she goes to the rear.  He’s all done, until the next 

regrouping. 

18. DISMISSAL:  It is agreed that the Road Captain has the 

authority to deny anyone permission to ride. 

19. ALCOHOL:  Absolutely no alcoholic consumption al-

lowed by any and all participants, from the time of entry 

to the gathering site to departure from the Westfield Fair-

grounds.     

20. HORSEPLAY:  Prohibited:  no wheelies, racing engines, 

etc. 
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SPONSOR 

The Marine Corps League, Westfield 

River Valley Detachment #141, lo-

cated in Westfield, Mass is the pri-

mary sponsor for this event.  It 

would not have been possible without 

their complete and undivided sup-

port, encouragement, and backing.  

In exchange, it should be noted that 

they do not benefit, in any way, ex-

cept through the usual job-well-

done. 

 

The Commandant, Officers, Members, 

Auxiliary, and all others involved 

are to be congratulated. 

 

 

33 

 



 

32 

 

 

25 

 



 

26 

 

 

 

The Star Spangled Banner Lyrics 
By Francis Scott Key 1814 

 
 
 
Oh, say can you see by the dawn's early light 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight, 
O'er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rocket's red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 
Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 
 
On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep, 
Where the foe's haughty host in dread silence reposes, 
What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep, 
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 
Now it catches the gleam of the morning's first beam, 
In full glory reflected now shines in the stream: 
'Tis the star-spangled banner! Oh long may it wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 
 
And where is that band who so vauntingly swore 
That the havoc of war and the battle's confusion, 
A home and a country should leave us no more! 
Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps' pollution. 
No refuge could save the hireling and slave 
From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the grave: 
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 
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CREPES TEA  HOUSE 
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PATRONS 
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